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Box  Series 1: Historical Background 
831  Morse. Improvement in the Mode of Communicating 

Information, 1838. 
  Millar, Historical Development of radio Communication 

Utilizing Ultra Short Waves, 1934. 
  President’s Communication Policy Board Concerning 

Competition of the Bell System in the Telegraph Field, 1950. 
  United States Censorship Regulations, 1943. 
  Newspaper Service of Western Union, 1883. 
  Marshall. A Review of Western Union Today, 1961. 
  Greer. Radio Beam Expansion Project, 1961? 
  U.S. vs. American Bell Telephone and Emile Berliner, 1896. 
  Western Union vs. American Bell Telephone, 1899. 
  Report of Attorney General on AT & T, GE and Stone, Webster 

et al, 1911. 
  Suit of Levi Dowley to restrain Western Union from paying the 

July dividend, 1876. 
  Argument of John Read on behalf of Western Union, 1885. 
  Western Union vs. American Bell Telephone, 1883.  
  Telex Computer Communications Services, 1967. 
  Telecommunications Policy & Organizations, Exhibits, 1954. 
  Postal Telegraph System-Rules & Regulations, 1934. 
  Aspects of the telegraph Business Past, Present & Future, 1949. 
  Call Box Historical References, 1940.  
  Coggeshall. The Case for Consolidating Telegraph Networks, 

1953.  
  Aspects of the Business Past, Present and Future, 1949.  
  An Act to Enable H.M’s Postmaster General to Acquire, Work 

and Maintain Electric Telegraphs, 1868. 
  Western Union Yesterday, Today & Tomorrow, New York 

Society of Security Analysts, May 1965.  
  The New Western Union, 1953. 
  Horton, Blanche M. Thompson. The Telegraph Hortons and 

Interwoven Lines, 1939. 
  American Wireless Communications Companies, [circa 1920s-

1932?] 
  Post Office Telegraphs. No. 7, The Hughes Printing Instrument, 

1890. 
  Imperial and International Communications and Cables and 

Wireless, Ltd., [circa 1929-1933?] 
  Kleinschmidt Perforator Catalogue (Double Solenoid), undated 
  House of Reps. No. 270.  Electro-Magnetic Telegraph, 1844.  
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  Senate, Letter from Postmaster General about establishment of 
line of telegraphic communication between Mobile and New 
Orleans, 1846. 

  House of Reps, No. 187. Magnetic Telegraph from Baltimore to 
New York, 1845.  

  Memorial to the stockholders of Western Union, 1878; 
Agreement of Jay Gould, 1883; and Western Union pamphlet 
compiled by Colonel Clowry.  

  Western Union Telegraph Company. Submarine Telegraphy, 
1920. 

  Grant, E.B. Report on the Western Union Telegraph Company, 
1869. 

  A Talk on Telegraph Topics, [circa 1880s?] 
  Grant, E.B. Is Governmental Control of the Telegraph 

Desirable? 1884 
  Speech of Colonel Shaffner at Glasgow in the North Atlantic 

Telegraph, undated 
  Senate Doc. No 36. Act to establish government ownership and 

control of telegraph, 1894. 
  Modern Telegraphy Some Errors of Dates of Events and of 

Statement, 1867. 
  Copies of the claims and patents of Professor Morse, 1837. 
  Telegraphy Companion Devoted to the Science and Art of the 

Morse American Telegraph, 1855.  
  Western Union Telegraph Company Its Past, Present, and 

Future, 1883. 
  Magnetic Telegraph Controversy, statement of the case of the 

refusal to grant a patent for Morse’s Telegraph in Great Britain, 
1838, as published in the Poughkeepsie American, 1848.  

  The American Magnetic Telegraph, undated. 
  Vail, Alfred. American Electro Magnetic Telegraph, 1845 
  House of Reps. No. 24. Magnetic Telegraph, Letter from the 

Secretary of the Treasury, 1844.  
  Biographical Notice of the late Dr. Walker-Arnott, 1867-1868. 
  An Historical Sketch of Henry’s Contribution to the Electro-

Magnetic Telegraph, 1879. 
The Relation of the Government to the Government, 1873. 

  McElroy chart of codes and signals, 1943. 
  Price Waterhouse and Company chartered accountants on 

Property and Business of the Western Union Telegraph 
Company, 1910. 

  Wells, David. The Relation of the Government to the Telegraph, 
1873. 

832  Wire Fax, The Literary Digest, January 1937 
  Western Union inter office mail envelope, undated 
  Union Printing Telegraph; Universal Perforating Receiver; and 
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Bille Receiving Perforator 
  Miscellaneous publications, circa 1930s 
  The Story of Western Union, undated 
  Principles Involved in Fast Speed Telegraphy,  
  The Financial Observer, 1937. 
  Report of the Chief Engineer to the Electrical Commission of 

Baltimore, 1913. 
  Historical data--chronology of the telegraph, 1832-1907; 

chronology of Edison’s life; and Ocean Cable, 1938 (typescripts, 
  Modern testing Facilities and their relation to railway wire plant 

efficiency, 1915. 
  Millar, Julian. A Preview of the Western Union System of Radio 

Beam Telegraphy, 1946. 
  What you should know about Western Union private wire 

service, 1951. 
  d’Humy, Ferdinand. Birth of the Vacuum Tube, 1949. 
  Inductive Disturbances as Affecting Telephone and Telegraph 

Lines, 1913. 
  American Telephone and Telegraph. Early Corporate 

Development of the Telephone, 1935.  
  Wyrick, M.B. Organization of Gangs, Including Plans for 

Boarding Men, 1914. 
  Board of War Communications, 1943. 
  Sources d’ Energie, circa 1915. 
  Hubbard, J.C. Organization of Forces for Restoring Wire Service 

Interrupted by Storms, 1914.  
  Report on Plans for the Improvement of Telegraph Service, 

1944. 
  Technical notes, 1927-1947 (miscellaneous articles) 
  Catalog of parts for start and stop printing telegraph equipment 

by Western Electric, 1922.  
  Wiring a Continent History of Telegraph Industry, 1832-1866 (3 

folders) 
  A Ten-Year Review of the Domestic Telegraph Industry, 1944-

1953. 
  Sparks, Sydney. Tape Relay System for radio Telegraph 

Operation, 1947 
  Bell Telephone System SD Submarine cable system, 1964.  
  Fortune Magazine, 1936.  
  Concentrated Arc Lamps, 1946-1950. 
  Union Switch and Signal Company, Gill Selector Bulletin 123. 
  J.H. Bunnel and Company. Manual of Telegraphy with 

descriptions of instruments, 1900 
  Stomberg Time Corporation. Time Stamp Imprints, undated  
  Foote, Pearson and Company. Argus Lighting Arresters for 
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Telegraph. Bulletin No. 30, 1919? 
  Catalogue No. 29, Modern Fire Alarm Telegraph Apparatus, 

1919? 
  Times Building, New York. Introducing Pneumatic Tube 

pamphlet, 1905. 
  General Radio Collection. Instruments for Electrical 

Measurements at Communication Frequencies, 1930. 
  Western Union proposal to unify the international record 

communication industry, 1950. 
  Bunnell Company catalog of scientific equipment, undated  
  Series 3, Executive Records 
833  Corporate letterhead, undated 
  Series 13, Operating Records 
  Shay, Frank.  Cipher Book. 1922.  (2 copies) 
  Traffic Managers’ and Chief  Operators’ Code, 1942. 

The Phillips Code, undated  
  Company log (handwritten) , 1903-1906 (deals with telegraph 

wires and poles) 
  State rates for telegrams, undated 
  Schedule of rates from Washington, D.C. , 1867-1890 
  Rate schedule for miscellaneous markets, 1922 
  Tariff rates from Washington to Louisville, 1867 
  Western Union Telegraph Company Tariff Book No. 76, 1950.  
  Operating Instruction No. OP-26 Public Facsimile Service 

Acceptance and Accounting, 1959. 
  Record of Daily operations at WU Louisville Office, 1877-1940 
  Series 15, Engineering Records 
  New York-Newfoundland and Newfoundland-Penzance Cable, 

1926. Articles of Contract.  
  Transatlantic cable construction and maintenance contract, 1953. 

Between UK and American Telephone and telegraph, Canadian 
Oversees Telecomunication Corp and Eastern telephone and 
Telegraph.  

  Western Union Multiplex System Catalogue, undated 
  Assorted notes and formulas, undated (in pencil) 
  Drawing of tape reel machine, ink on linen, annotated in pencil, 

undated 
  V. H. Rowland’s “rough working out book” (notebook about 

cables), 1925. 
  Drawings for table legs for Barclay printer, undated (drawings 

rolled) 
  Specs 2160-A Installation of lead sheathed cables, 1930. 
  Earth Potential Storm, January 1938. (shows polarities) 
  Electronic Timer drawings 109A 
  Time Signal Service, 1893-1902 
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834  Historical data (articles, notes, booklets and photoprints on 
automatic telegraph), 1919-1933 

  Drawings for Air Compressor Arrangement for Creed Printing 
Telegraph System, 1913. 

  Description of Potts Page Automatic System, undated 
  Notes on Wheatstone Automatic System, 1933.  
  Western Electric Cable Multiplex, undated 
  Log of the T.S. Mexican, 1902-1904 
  Trawler Damage to cables, 1884-1930 
  Cable Repair for the S.S. Minia, Northern and Southern Jay 

Gould Cable, 1885. 
  Specifications: 

Specs for city distribution construction, 1940. 
Specs for central office call circuit equipment installation and 
operation, 1918. 
Specs for installation and operation of call circuit equipment 
using call circuit units 2-D, 1924. 
Maps and photos (copies) for various pieces of equipment, 
undated 

  Cable repair log, 1948-1957. 
  Agreements made between Western Union and Anglo American 

telegraph Co. regarding the lease of submarine cables facilities, 
April 1945.  

  Drake, H.W. and Mason, Hobart. The Development and 
Improvement  in the Telegraphic Art, circa 1931 

  Report on the transatlantic cable break, 1959. (includes photos) 
  Cable and engineering correspondence, circa 1940s  
  File folder of facsimile stencils and copies for relays, maps, 

documents showing the process, undated 
  Series 16, Plant Department Records 
834  Varley, Cromwell F. Report on the Condition of the Lines of the 

Western Union Telegraph Company, December 1867 
(CD-ROM with digital images) 

835  R.C. Clowry. Book No 2. Comparison data, undated 
  Wheatstone Equipment Trials Report, 1894.  
  Lists of equipment, 1911, 1940.  
  Telegraph line cards, undated 
  Power installation for tickers, 1929.  
  Series 17: Superintendent of Supplies Records 
  [Small supply notebook with items and prices?] 1911 
  Series 18, Employee and Personnel Records 
833  Western Union correspondence course on mechanical conveyors 

and pneumatic tubes, undated 
835  Applications for time signal service, poems, A.F.G.E. 

Newsletter, 1972 

For additional information, contact the Archives Center at 202-633-3270 or archivescenter@si.edu 



Western Union Telegraph Company Records 

Morse Telegraph Club of America documents and Old Time 
Telegraphers and Historical Association. (2 file folders) 

  International Telegraph Conference. The Telegraph Construction 
and Maintenance Company Limited, 1903 

  Obit for G.H. Hamilton, WU engineer, 1935 
  American Telegraphers Tournament Association, 1903 
  Autograph book for William Quinn, 1915 
  Series 19: Public Relations Department 
  Photocopies of newspaper clippings, 1928-1967 (not inclusive) 
  Western Union technical Review 

Index 1947-1967 
Spring 1968 
Autumn 1968 
Summer 1968 
Winter 1968 

  Various issues of Western Union News, Dots and Dashes, and 
Sales Sparks. 

  Telegraph News, January-February 1963 
  Series 20: Western Union Museum 
  Drawings for a Century of Progress, Chicago, 1933.  
  Western Union Museum’s visitors book, 1933-1949. 
  Telegram communications of championship of the world prize 

fight of John L. Sullivan vs, James J. Corbett, 1892.  
  File folder of info on  items held by the museum or on display.  
  Series 21: Maps & Charts 
  Overlays for National Atlas maps, undated 
  Nova Scotia/New Brunswick 
  Anglo Lines, Prince Edward Island, New Brunswick 
  Grand Trunk Pacific Railway and connections 
  Connections at Crow’s Nest British Columbia, Alberta 

Government Telephone System 
  Calgary, Edmonton, Lethbridge 
  Topography map of New York and New Jersey 
  National City Bank of New York, map of the world, 1914 
  Election District map of Township Morris, New Jersey 
  West light court book racks 
  Railroad map of New York State 
  Grandes Communications Telegraphiques, Berne, 1906 
  Western Union Telegraph Co. Electra House 
  Cable Map, 1915 
  Electric Railroad map of New York State 
  Western Union 6th District, Eastern Division Plan of Wires 
  Estado de Bahia, 1914 
  Present Cable layout, 1919 
  Republic of Ecuador 
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  Mexico, 1916 
Western Union cable system showing cables and landlines 

  Ocean cables of Western Union system at Nova Scotia and 
Newfoundland 

  World’s Telegraphic System, 1914 
  Transatlantic Cables 
  Union Pacific System, 1920 
  Proposed landing Miami-Christobol cable 
  Newfoundland 
  Principal submarine routes, 1920 
  Western Union cable system, in South America 
  New map of Europe index, 1921 
  Dominion Telegraph Company property 
  Pacific cables 
  Normal layout Radio Corp of America 
  Western Union pole lines in maritime provinces  
  Louisiana Nashville Railroad 
  Series 22: Telegrams 
836  One file folder of telegrams and telegram envelopes. 
  One file folder of telegraph messages by desk –fax. 
  Send Me A Night Letter Dearie, 1911 (sheet music) 
  Series 23: Photographs 
  3 file folders of black and white photos of equipment, 

employees, and buildings. 
  Wire Club of New York documentation with photograph of 

George C. Gute, 1939 
  School for Telegraphy, Kansas City, 1918 
  Water Mill Laboratory, 1949 
  Plant Department Training Center (Chattanooga, Tennessee), 

1961 
  Automatic Telegraph photo album, undated. 
  2 Western Union Cable photos albums, 1939. 
  Western Union photograph album of the Pan American Yankee 

Clipper (cable photos), 1939 
837  32nd annual reunion of the Old Time Telegraphers and 

Historical Society, Detroit, Michigan, August 26-28, 1913 
rolled 

  Annual Dinner of the Association of Western Union Employees, 
Jauuary 1937 
rolled 

  Annual Pensioner’s Dinner at Wire Club of New York, 
December 1938 
rolled 

  Twentieth Anniversary Dinner at Wire Club of New York, 
October 1938 
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For additional information, contact the Archives Center at 202-633-3270 or archivescenter@si.edu 

rolled 
  Pencil drawing by Schmid, June 1937 
  Ninth Annual Reunion of the Old Time Telegraphers and 

Historical Society and U.S. Military Telegrapher Corps, 
Highland park, Illinois, September 15, 1922  
rolled and badly cracked 

  Western Union Telegraph, 30 Year Club, Retirement Dinner, 
May 15, 1954 
rolled 

  5th annual Dinner Dance in Honor of Retiring members/30 Year 
Club, Hotel Edison, May 2, 1953 
rolled 

  Annual Communion Breakfast of the Western Union Telegraph 
and Cable Catholic Guild, Columbus Club Ballroom, April 18, 
1948 
rolled 

  39th Annual Reunion of the Old Time Telegraphers and 
Historical Society and U.S. Military Telegraph Corps., Hotel La 
Salle, September 16, 1922 
rolled 

  7th Annual Dinner Dance of the 30 year Club, Hotel New 
Yorker, June 11, 1955 
rolled 

  Western Union Bowling Association, 11th annual dinner and 
entertain, Schleiffer’s Grill, May 4, 1926 
rolled 

  Testimonial Breakfast to J.T. Good rum, by the Western Union 
Employees, Brooklyn Elks Club, September 24, 1938 
rolled  

  Indoor Outing of the Western Union Automatic Assembly 
Department, Teutonia Hall, February 5, 1931 
Rolled 
3 copies 

  Series 25: Notebooks 
836  Schmid, Joseph. Mathematical Physics, 1922. 
  Drake, H.W. Resume of accomplishments. 
  Series 26: Audio Visual Materials 
  Western Union Presents Telegram for America (brochure), 
  Miscellaneous 
  3 file folders of miscellaneous materials.  

Includes Western Union reward posters, 1933-1943 
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